The Professional Abatement Contractor’'s of New York (PACNY) held its 28th-annual conference
in February at the Turning Stone Resort & Casino in Verona, NY. The yearly convergence of
environmental contractors, consultants, training centers, and laboratories featured an engaging
mix of speakers and an encouraging theme: improving and pushing the industry forward.

This year's slate of presentations included talks on safety leadership, hazardous exposure
judgements, asbestos survey requirements, and the role of mental health in workplace safety
culture. PACNY President Kevin Hutton of EAST Centers of NY also discussed the top NYS
Department of Labor (DOL) violations in 2024, and BJ Fungaroli of Environmental Holdings Group
provided the keynote address on “The State of the Industry.” The conference concluded with the
DOL’s updates and Q&A session.

A record 31 sponsors supported the event and packed the vendor exhibit hall. The vendors ranged
from abatement contractors to consultants, equipment suppliers, laboratories, waste
management companies, and environmental trainers. Some of the sponsors were first-time
attendees, such as H2M Architects and Engineers. H2M’s Vice President Debbie Mattina
discussed what drew the company to PACNY:

“It's an opportunity to connect with peers and get name recognition,” Mattina noted. “You want
people to know who you are.”

Mattina was impressed with the organization and format of the conference.

“I like the details they put together, and | like that they get a good flow of people through the
(exhibit hall),” she said. “Registration is easy, and the people we dealt with at PACNY were very
informative.”

Many of the conference’s attendees were also long-time participants who appreciate the value of
bringing together a multitude of environmental minds. For example, Ben Reddy of Ravi
Engineering enjoys the culture of healthy debate among abatement professionals:

“It's great to get the industry together to discuss topics we have different opinions about,” said
Reddy. “We can talk about things we think are important in a casual environment, and voice
opinions and concerns.”

The record number of vendors and sponsors underscores the conference’s strong reputation and
the wide variety of topics covered by the presenters. In addition to networking, learning from the
speakers, and gaining company recognition at the conference, contractors keep an eye out for
any regulatory changes that may be announced.

Tim Hamilton from Abscope Environmental explained, “When we come here, we’re looking for
updates from the legislators and the regulators like the DOL, to see if anything’s changed.”

Speaking of updates, the DOL partnered with PACNY to announce the development of a new fact
sheet that would provide clarity regarding asbestos survey requirements. The focal message is
that there is no cutoff date for a building to be exempt from an asbestos survey, despite rumors
and misinterpretations to the contrary.

The DOL is hoping to post something on its website and have the fact sheet distributed by the
end of the year. Now that there is an official document highlighting the need for a survey



regardless of build date, contractors can help building owners understand environmental
requirements more clearly.

PACNY Vice President Russell Vent of Paul Davis Restoration said the aim is to collaborate with
the DOL to improve communication between contractors, field inspectors, and the engineering
department.

“The goal was to have increased communication with the Department of Labor and meet at least
once in addition to the conference,” Vent said. “We hope to show people that PACNY is here to
move the needle in the industry. We want to engage membership to help push the industry
forward.”

PACNY President Kevin Hutton emphasized the organization’s commitment to expanding its
influence within the industry.

“There is power in numbers, and this conference reinforced PACNY’s solid foundation as New
York’s strongest voice in the environmental industry,” he said. “Seeing so many professionals—
from longtime members to first-time sponsors—come together to share knowledge and push for
higher standards is exactly what PACNY is all about. | want to thank our speakers, sponsors, and
attendees for making this our most successful event yet. We look forward to continuing the
momentum throughout 2025.”

PACNY’s blend of experienced leadership, perennial participants, and increased involvement
from newcomers portends continued success and improved awareness across the industry. With
another tremendous conference in the books, the association will set it sights on a 2025 filled with
productive meetings, informative lectures, and recreational events.

Anyone interested in becoming a member of PACNY or getting more involved in future events
can call 315-313-4151 or email pacnyinfo@gmail.com.



