SUMMER 2025 RECAP

Fishing Derby Lives Up to Expectations

PACNY’s annual Fishing Derby is always the highlight of the summer schedule, and this
year was no exception. Thirteen crews representing abatement contractors,
environmental consultants, trainers, and construction vendors gathered to test their
angling skills on Lake Ontario.

The 12th annual rendition of the Salmon ProAm launched on July 9th out of Point
Breeze, NY. Derby chairman Darren Yehl from Cornerstone Training Institute explained
that last summer’s weather-shortened derby resulted in extra incentives this year:

“Last year we fished for only a short bit due to lightning on the lake, so the weigh-in was
cancelled and (this year’s) cash prizes ended up doubling,” said Yehl. “We paid for 6
different categories.”



Starting bright and early at 6:00am,
competitors caught a mix of fish that
included Lake Trout, Steelhead Trout, King
Salmon, and Coho Salmon. Mike Mazzera
from AAC Contracting noted that some of
the participants try to reserve a boat and
captain that give them the best chance to
win.

“We’'ve had the same captain for the last

four years,” Mazzera noted. “You try to =4
match up with a captain that you work well |

with and have good luck with.”

After a sunshine-soaked morning of fishing

out on the lake, the weigh-in on shore
determined this year’s winners. Although
no one snagged anything that challenged
some of the derby records of the past that
eclipsed 30 pounds, a couple of 20-
pounders were hooked.

Yehl’'s team from Cornerstone aboard
Sunrise Il claimed the top prize money for
“Biggest Fish” and “Biggest Box” (top four
fish) this year. Meanwhile, teams

representing AAC Contracting, Paradigm Environmental, and C&S Companies also

earned prize money as runners-up.

After the competition dust settled, all participants enjoyed a

T ; catered lunch with live music at the Black North Inn in Point

Whan It comes to Breeze. Several participants emphasized that the fishing

fun in the sun, derby is different than most other PACNY events due to it

connecting with being pretty _much a purely_ recreational event, with not much
focus on environmental business.

coworkers ... the

derby isin a “This (event) is so laid-back, it's not structured around training

) or seminars. It’s just a day to get together,” Mazzera said. “It's

Ieague of its own”a nice day out that we don’t normally get amid the busy
summer schedule. It’s nice to relax for a day.”

-DARREN YEHL

Bob Brown from United Rentals agreed, noting that the time
out on the lake and at lunch gives participants a chance to connect and network with

others in a way that’s not rushed.
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“It's a chance to spend some quality time with my customers,” said Brown. “It's a good
bonding time without the distractions.”

Yehl noted that while the PACNY conference and the fall outing garner more widespread
attention, and for good reason, the derby remains irreplaceably special.

“The conference is hands-down the most educational, and the fall getaway is the best
value the membership pays for. But when it comes to fun in the sun, connecting with
coworkers and clients while enjoying the day in a world-class fishery, the derby is in a
league of its own.”

The date for next year’s tournament is set: join in the fun and test your angling skills on
June 3rd, 2026.

For information about upcoming PACNY events or to inquire about next year’s derby,

contact Lisa Brown at pacnyinfo@gmail.com
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