FALL 2025 SPOTLIGHT

Members Enjoy Outing in Lake Placid

Contractors, consultants, and trainers from across the abatement industry convened in
picturesque Lake Placid in September for PACNY’s annual Fall outing.

The event is typically held in a different location each year. This year, the High Peaks
Resort overlooking Mirror Lake provided a relaxing and scenic backdrop for the nearly 40
attendees to partake in environmental discussions and social activities.

Festivities commenced September 19th with the PACNY general meeting run by PACNY
President Kevin Hutton and Vice President Russell Vent. The group covered OSHA's
proposed changes to respiratory protection regulations and the NYS DOL’s guidance
document for asbestos survey requirements.

The meeting was immediately followed by lunch and then free time for members to enjoy
sightseeing around Lake Placid. Several attendees took to the rooftops at Cloud Splitter



on Main Street to savor the L
refreshments and sunny views in
the heart of Lake Placid.

In the evening, members enjoyed a
cocktail hour, the annual fall outing
dinner, and after-party
socialization.

“The conversations after dinner
regarding the industry were
excellent,” said Angelo Angelo
Garcia of Future Environment
Designs. “The after party is the
best part of the fall weekend. We
typically meet people in a relaxed
atmosphere. We are able to
discuss issues with the industry and get to know our members better.”

Garcia is a veteran member of FPACNY and has been to more than 10 fall outings, but he
appreciates meeting new people and continuing to learn in the industry.

“(This year) we met Mr. Sean Fitzgerald of Encorus Group and discussed his concerns
regarding the NYSDOT blanket variance 14

Tim Thomas of Tetra Tech has also been to 10-plus fall outings. When asked about his
favorite part of this year’'s event, he echoed Garcia’s emphasis of connecting with
colleagues in a relaxed setting.

T — ‘I enjoyed the ability to

- interact with other industry
professionals who you don't
often interface face-to-face
with, or quite possibly might
even have a somewhat
challenging professional
relationship with on a
particular job, but you can sit
back and collaborate in a laid
back manner.”

Not all attendees this year
were PACNY veterans. Adam
Gerbasi from Apex
Environmental Group
experienced his first PACNY




event of any kind, and walked away
impressed with the informativeness of
the outing and the welcoming nature of
the group.

“| was pleasantly surprised how
friendly and inviting everyone was,”
said Gerbasi. “Sometimes it can hard
meeting people from a group who've
known each other for years, but it
didn't feel that way at all.”

Gerbasi appreciated the chance to
learn and discuss topics that are at the
forefront of the abatement world.

“| tried to soak up as much | could. The lessons that stood out were PACNY’s concems
of respiratory regulation changes with regards to class one work,” Gerbasi noted. “We
also discussed proper ways to decontaminate HEPA filters and changes to mandatory
medical evaluations for workers.”

PACNY aims to build on its productive autumn with a strong slate of winter events. The
annual Christmas Dinner will be on December 3, 2025, at Hotel Canandaigua, a Hilton
Tapestry Collection hotel located on Canandaigua Lake. From February 25-27, 2026, the
annual PACNY Conference will be held at Turning Stone Resort and Casino.

Please visit PACNY.org or contact pacnyinfo@gmail.com for more information or to sign
up for future events.
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